KHAJDI

and khaddar through publications, lantern lectures, etc. In order
to give it a more stable character, it has been converted into a
public trust, I have before me the trust-deed and the balance
sheet. I mention these facts as I promised an inquirer at a public
meeting at Pabna that I shall deal with the Pratishthan work
in the pages of Young India. I was recommending the universal
adoption in Bengal of the Pratishthan charkha as I have found
it to be the best available in Bengal, and as experiments are being
daily made to improve it. The inquirer in question thereupon
complained of the high prices of Pratishthan khaddar. And I
promised to deal with the complaint through these pages. The
charge may be considered true in a sense. The idea is to manu-
facture khaddar on the largest scale and to introduce the wheel
in every home. The authors of the trust want to make khaddar
self-supporting and improve the quality of yarni The management
must work in those centres too which are not at present favourable
for khaddar manufacture. Thus, it pools all the khaddar it
manufactures and charges an average price. It follows, there-
fore, that those who operate in favourable centres only can sell
khaddar cheaper than the Pratishthan. This is no matter for
embarrassment for the time being, as the few centres that are
manufacturing pure khaddar have their own customers who do
not concern themselves with the prices. The Pratishthan sells
khaddar even now at a loss but it seeks to minimize the loss. It
cannot always be run on donations. I am satisfied that every
attempt is being made to reduce the price of khaddar sold by
the Pratishthan. It cannot be too widely known that nobody has
any private interest in the Pratishthan. The main actors have their
own sources of income. They have given to the Pratishthan.
They take nothing from it. So far I have inspected five other
organized centres of khaddar manufacture. These are the Abhoy
Ashram at Gomilla, Dr. Prafulla Ghosh's Ashram at Malikanda,
Pravartak Sangh's at Chittagong, Satsang Ashram at Pabna
and Duadando Khadi Kendra. The latter I have not seen per-
sonally, but I had the pleasure of meeting the principal workers
and seeing their khaddar and wheels at Hooghly. The Pravartak
Sangh has hitherto dealt in half-khaddar too. But it has now
definitely decided to deal exclusively in pure khaddar so far as
Chittagong is concerned. It had already started the experiment
at Kutiandu, but the management made the final decision for the
whole of the Chittagong District during my visit there. They
have still half-khaddar at their Calcutta depot and at the head
office at Chandranagar. But they are striving to do away wth